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Stefano Pessina is the Executive Vice Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Walgreens Boots Alliance, the 
first global pharmacy-led, health and wellbeing enterprise. The Company was created in December 2014, as a 
result of the merger between Alliance Boots and Walgreens. 
 
Born in Italy, Stefano graduated in nuclear engineering from the Milan Polytechnic, before starting his career 
in academia and later enlisting with market research firm ACNielsen in Milan. In the mid-1970’s, he joined his 
family’s local pharmaceutical wholesale business. Stefano re-structured the family company and then acquired 
a number of other small pharmaceutical wholesale businesses to create Alleanza Farmaceutica in 1977, which 
later became Alleanza Salute Italia. By 1985, he was overseeing Italy’s leading pharmaceutical wholesaler. 
 
In 1988, Stefano expanded his business into several Southern European countries through mergers, 
acquisitions and partnerships. The Alliance Santé Group was born in 1991 through these acquisitions and an 
innovative merger with some French wholesalers. This was to be the springboard for further international 
expansion. 
 
In 1998, Alliance Santé merged with the UK business UniChem to form the Alliance UniChem Plc, of which 
Stefano was Chief Executive Officer until 2004, before taking on the role of Executive Deputy Chairman. In just 
a few years, he developed Alliance UniChem from a primarily pharmaceutical wholesaler with a presence in a 
few countries into a pan-European leader with two core businesses, pharmaceutical wholesale and retail 
pharmacy with a presence in more than 12 countries. 
 
In 2006, Stefano orchestrated the merger of Alliance UniChem Plc with Boots Group PLC to form Alliance Boots 
plc. In 2007, he created AB Acquisitions Limited (a company jointly controlled by Stefano Pessina and certain 
funds advised by Kohlberg Kravis Roberts) and subsequently acquired and privatized Alliance Boots plc.  
 
In August 2012, Alliance Boots announced that it had entered into a strategic partnership with 
Walgreens, one of the largest drugstore chains in the USA. At this time, Walgreens acquired a 45 percent 
equity stake in Alliance Boots. 
 
Subsequently in December 2014, Alliance Boots and Walgreens fully merged to create Walgreens Boots 
Alliance. The new Company brings together two leading companies with iconic brands, complementary 
geographic footprints, shared values and a heritage of trusted health care services through pharmaceutical 
wholesaling and community pharmacy care, dating back more than 100 years. 
 
Walgreens Boots Alliance employs more than 370,000* people and has a presence in more than 25* countries; 
it is the largest retail pharmacy, health and daily living destination in the USA and Europe. Including its equity 
method investments, Walgreens Boots Alliance is a global leader in pharmacy-led, health and wellbeing retail 
with over 13,100* stores in 11* countries.  The Company includes one of the largest global pharmaceutical 
wholesale and distribution networks with over 350* distribution centers delivering to more than 200,000** 



 

 

 

pharmacies, doctors, health centers and hospitals each year in 19* countries.  Its portfolio of retail and 
business brands includes Walgreens, Duane Reade, Boots and Alliance Healthcare, as well as increasingly 
global health and beauty product brands such as No7, Botanics, Liz Earle and Soap & Glory. 
 
Walgreens Boots Alliance has an innovative long term partnership with AmerisourceBergen, one of North 
America’s largest pharmaceutical services companies. Announced in March 2013, this relationship enables the 
two companies to benefit from greater scale and global opportunities. 
 
Stefano serves on the Board of Directors at Walgreens Boots Alliance, as well as on the Board of Directors for 
Galenica (a Swiss pharmaceuticals and logistics group) and the Consumer Goods Forum (a global, parity-based 
industry network). He is also the largest shareholder of Walgreens Boots Alliance. Stefano is recognized as a 
driving force in the healthcare industry and has received a number of awards and distinctions for his 
contribution to the sector. 
 
 
* As at 31 August 2015 including equity method investments. 
 
** For 12 months ended 31 August 2015 including equity method investments. 
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